Jr. Great books Reading Level #3

Jean Labadie’s Big Black Dog p. 163

Read the Story and review the listed vocabulary:

broach - to bring up in conversation

scythe- a tool that has a curved blade and a long handle, used for cutting grass or grain
idling — doing nothing; being lazy

foreboding — A feeling that something bad is about to happen

shod — to have horseshoes put on a horse

pullets— young hens

Your new words:

1) After first reading, did you think in the beginning that inventing the big black dog story was a
good idea, or did you know right away it would backfire? Why?

Notes: Note the places in the text where you think Jean is being clever or foolish with a page number
and reason why.




Read the story a second time and answer the following questions:

1. Why does Jean thing that inventing the story of the big black dog will keep Andre from
stealing his chickens (see pages 164-167 for additional help)??

2. Why do the villagers believe Andre’s version of the big black dog story (see pages 168-
169 for additional help)?

3. Why does the author have Jean get in trouble with his neighbors while Andre is
awarded two chickens (see pages 174-176 for additional help)?




